
Marion Baker 

I was three years old when my older brother first taught me 

how to fish.  Since then, I have been teaching him.  I 

conducted my first fish stocking program at the age of nine.  I 

would catch bluegill from a nearby creek and “stock” them 

into our neighborhood retention pond.  These, along with 

many more childhood adventures, which I won’t mention, are 

what ignited my love for the outdoors. 

I attended the University of Florida, which led me to my first 

experience saltwater fishing and my future husband.  I 

graduated Cum Laude in 2008 with a B.S. in Wildlife Ecology 

and Conservation.  My first job was a seasonal research 

technician position at the University of Florida.  Afterwards, I 

moved to Arkansas where I accepted a research associate 

position at the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.  I managed 

the Aquaculture/Fisheries Research Educational Library at 

UAPB for over a year which is where I first learned about 

many of you by reading your publications.  After accepting a 

position with the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, I spent the next 3 years helping to manage the 

Delta Rivers Nature Center and leading education programs in Southeast Arkansas about native fish and 

wildlife, fishing, and hunting. 

Afterwards, my family led me to Georgia where I accepted a position with the Georgia Department of 

Natural Resources in 2012.  I started as the assistant manager at Laura S. Walker State Park before 

transferring to the Fisheries Management Section.  I accepted the position of Curator/Educator at the 

Go Fish Education Center in Perry and have been in this role for the past 5 years.   

I reorganized the education program to center around fish and fishing in Georgia and began to drive 

information and education efforts towards the recruitment, retention, and reactivation of anglers in 

Georgia.  I incorporated an instructional fishing program and kids fishing events (KFE) into all guided 

field trips, which has allowed me to witness thousands of “first fish” moments.  I implemented several 

new programs and camps to attract and educate new audiences, who had not previously been exposed 

to fishing.  I also started two annual service-based STEM projects which have gotten thousands of 

elementary students involved in enhancing fish habitat in Georgia through aquatic plant propagation 

and building fish attractors.  These projects are now being duplicated by educators in other regions of 

Georgia.  However, one of my favorite responsibilities is coordinating the Georgia State-Fish Art Contest 

every year. 

I am passionate about this field and feel honored to be considered a nominee for President-Elect of 

GAAFS.  I currently serve the chapter as chair of the Hutton Junior Fisheries Biology Program committee 

and assist with other committee’s efforts and projects, when possible.  When I’m not working, I’m 

training my two young daughters for the FLW Pro Circuit.  My least favorite fish is currently the 

Bartram’s bass because it made the Georgia Bass Slam difficult to achieve last year.  I like to collect rocks 

and fossils and am immune to the sting induced by catfish venom. 


